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Graduate School of Business Administration and Public Policy (Mater Program), University of Tsukuba
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Main research themes and their characteristics

Improvement of the efficiency of marine container logistics

In domestic logistics, issues such as driver shortages and reduction of greenhouse gas emissions have been pointed
out in the past, and a smoother logistics system is required from the perspective of improving the efficiency of corporate
management.

In the field of marine container transport, the joint use of containers for inland transport has been implemented as a
concrete measure to solve these issues, and is attracting attention as an example of combining the reduction of empty cargo
transport, joint logistics through corporate collaboration, and the establishment of relay bases through the cooperation of
shippers, consignees and logistics companies. This study analyzes the conditions necessary for container sharing to become
widespread, using quantitative data on cargo volumes and distances between ports and cargo origins and destinations.

In addition, the development of regional ports in Japan is progressing, and there is a growing possibility that connecting
these ports to major ports can be used as a new means of improving logistics efficiency. This study analyzes the conditions
necessary to promote the use of local ports and the issues that need to be addressed. Figure : Container importexport volume in the Tokyo metropolitan area

Future prospects

Through comparisons between the Tokyo metropolitan area, the Kansai region, and regional areas, we will conduct quantitative analysis of the logistics cost reduction effects of
utilizing inland container depots and regional ports, and create realistic scenarios for improving logistics based on the unique logistics circumstances of each region.




