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Main research themes and their characteristics

Table 1. Timing of key events n structures of Asian

Demographic Change in Japan & Asia: Current Situation, Impacts, and Countermeasures
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Japan underwent major economic and social changes during its rapid economic growth after World War Il, but it has also o
experienced rapid changes in terms of population, with the fertility rate falling to “lowest of low” level compared to the world
as a whole, while the proportion of the aged population has increased from less than 5% in 1950 to just under 30% today.

Asia is following in Japan’s footsteps, with an increasing trend of low fertility and aging population. As shown in Table
1, societies such as South Korea, Taiwan, Singapore, and Thailand have experienced both economic development and
demographic change, and have emerged as societies facing or about to face low fertility and aging populations.

Economic development and demographic change have a significant impact on each of these societies in Asia. While
economic growth has been accompanied by higher education and higher employment rates, especially among women, it
has taken time to develop an environment that supports compatibility of work and family life including childcare. As a result,
the wrinkles of delayed environmental improvement tend to be directed toward the individual.

Japan and other Asian countries are grappling with difficult issues: how to cope with rapid demographic changes, how

to create a society in which individuals can balance work and family life/childcare, and how to maintain economic growth at . . .
the same time. Table 1. Timing of key events in the population
structures of Asian countries (1)

Future prospects

Even though Asia, including Japan, faces declining fertility and an aging population, each society faces different challenges, and there are differences in the speed and stage of population
change. Since careful comparative research that takes into account the characteristics and background of each society is essential, | would like to collaborate with researchers in other Asian
countries and promote international research while exchanging opinions on the impact of and ways to cope with the population changes that each society faces.




