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Education

Edith Cowan University, Perth, Western Australia
Bachelor of Arts, Japanese Language Studies and Social Science

Professional Background

Former ALT with the Japan Ministry of Education JET Program. English teacher at Fukui Senior High
School for twenty years. Head Coach of the FUT Karate Team and Kanai Gakuen Junior Dojo. Founder
and Coordinator of the Sister School International Studies Program.

Consultations, Lectures, and Collaborative Research Themes
ESL, SDGs, Ideas based Instruction, PBL

Bachelor of Arts / Senior Lecturer

Richard Kaminski

e-mail address

ricky @fukui-ut.ac.jp

Main research themes and their characteristics

Practical English Communication Skills for the FUTure

Before moving to the university level, | spent twenty years teaching English at a Japanese high school, an experience that gave me a firsthand
understanding of how students in Japan learn the language and where their greatest untapped potential lies. Many students arrive at university having
never experienced English as something living and enjoyable - a real tool for connecting with others. Yet in the right environment, their curiosity and
ability come to life quickly. What most have lacked is simply the opportunity to use English through genuine communication, collaboration, and self-
expression.

My mission at Fukui University of Technology is to provide exactly that opportunity: to bring life, energy, practicality, and enjoyment into the English
classroom. As Al tools take on more of the reading and writing, | believe now is the ideal time to focus on the uniquely human skills of communication,
critical thinking, and meaningful interaction. My teaching emphasizes body language, eye contact, simple and practical English, curiosity, asking
thoughtful questions, and, of course, conversational ‘flow.

Over more than twenty-seven years in the classroom, | have developed practical drills and methods that, applied consistently, produce confident,
capable communicators - something Japan needs now more than ever. Above all, | strive to make every lesson an enjoyable, interactive experience.

Future prospects

| am hoping to create a positive, engaging learning experience that incorporates ‘ideas-based instruction’ and PBL to help students better communicate and face
the challenges of the future. | also intend to use the SDGs platform to expand our Advanced Communication A course for our top-performing students.




