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Main research themes and their characteristics

Investigating the Push and Pull Factors for International Students attending a rural University in Japan

Over the past decade the declining birth rate has caused issues with recruitment of undergraduate students for both public and private universities
throughout Japan. The researcher sought to investigate the specific social, cultural, economic and academic patterns that both pushed the students to
study outside of their own country and pulled (focused) their attention to rural Japan in particular. Additionally, the researcher sought to clarify why the
students may have decided to choose a rural area of Japan over a metropolitan area. The study utilized questionnaires targeting exchange students
from a varied base of ASEAN countries as well as extensive interviews with a smaller targeted sample group of students from a number of countries.
Initial results showed that economic factors (such as cost of living and employment opportunities after graduation) and opportunities for cultural
exchange were the largest drivers of international students’ movements, with significantly less importance on academic factors.

Future prospects

Going forward the author would like to collect data from other rural universities as well as from highly urbanized areas to increase the voracity of the results and additionally to look for other prominent trends in
migration patterns and motivations. To further improve upon the study the researcher would like to establish a baseline of Japanese student motivations to allow for a comparison study with international students.




