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Fundamental Education Key words Language Acquisition, Teaching Methodology, Intercultural Communication

Education
MA Lingustics University of Colorado, Ph.D. Applied Linguistics Victoria University of Wellington

Professional Background
part-time lecturer, Baiko Gakuin Univeristy; lecturer, Miyazaki University

Consultations, Lectures, and Collaborative Research Themes

| am interested in both cognitive and sociocultural theories of language acquisition. My research
primarily investigates student interactions during collaborative work.

Doctor of Philosophy / Assistant
Professor of Foreign Languages e-mail address

Robin Reid reid@fukui-ut.ac.jp

Main research themes and their characteristics

Meaningful Interaction

For my doctorate, | looked at collaborative playwriting projects as a means of language study. Findings
indicated that motivation and enjoyment were high for students, although it is possible for some that this positive
reception had as much do to with students having the chance to work together on a creative project rather
than the value of theatre specifically. A number of students indicated the opportunities they had to compose
meaningful sentences in English as a highlight, noting that this type of practice was essentially absent from their
normal study.

Using my passion for engaging my students more deeply in meaningful interaction, | have continued to conduct
research into various ‘unconventional’ activities to find potential benefits for language development— from
designing a summer acting program for a high school in Japan to researching small groups playing collaborative
boardgames. While students typically discover very high intrinsic value in such activities, the pressure for  goyrce: willis, J. (1996) A Framework for Task-based
academic achievement and progression require a thoughtful and balanced integration into any program. Teaching. Longman.

Future prospects

Looking forward, | want to expand the range of interaction | study. TBLT (Task-based Language Teaching) is very useful for short activities, but work needs to be done to fill gaps regarding what happens
over the course of months. Can we find reoccurring activities that encourage students to communicate more and mutually expand the language ability of themselves and their peers while they study.




