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Main research themes and their characteristics

Practical English Communication Skills for the FUTure

Having spent twenty years as a high school English teacher in Japan before moving to the university level, | gained a firsthand, in-depth look at the
Japanese approach to global language instruction. It was very much a teach-to-the-test mentality, with much of the time spent on grammar and dry,
lifeless content, leaving little room for practical application in interpersonal communication and self-expression. The results at the end of this process
were not only dismal, but they also turned young people away from the global language rather than drawing them toward it at a crucial stage in their
lives. This was unacceptable.

My mission at FUT is simple: to breathe life, energy, practicality, and fun back into the English classroom. | use English to help students connect with
each other, and with the arrival of Al tools like ChatGPT handling much of the reading and writing, now is the time to make competent communication
the primary goal. | focus on body language, eye contact, simple and practical English, curiosity, asking questions, and, of course, ‘flow.’

With over twenty-seven years in the classroom, | have developed simple drills and methods that, when followed consistently, can help solve Japan’s
English problem and create competent, confident communicators who can thrive in the global world at a critical time for the nation.

Future prospects

| am hoping to create a positive, engaging learning experience that incorporates ‘ideas-based instruction’ and PBL to help students better communicate and
face the challenges of the future. | also intend to use the SDGs platform to expand our Advanced Communication A course for our top-performing students.




