
A Historical Linguistic Study of Prepositional Constructions in English
My research interest lies in investigating the development of prepositional constructions 

in English. The following are research projects I have worked on so far. (1) A lexical 
semantic study of the agent-introducing prepositions in Old English passive voice: In 
Old English the prepositions from, of, þurh, mid are functioned as agent-introducing 
prepositions. It is revealed that past participles and each preposition that occurs with them 
are semantically connected with each other. (2) The preposition along and its deleted 
objects: The well-formedness of “The man walked along the river” is discussed in terms of 
cognitive semantics. (3) A diachronic study of the locative alternation with verbs of removal: 
The development of the locative alternation with verbs of removal (e.g. Henry cleared 
dishes from the table / Henry cleared the table of dishes) is examined on the basis of data 
from EEBO and COHA.

Education
Department of English and American Studies, Graduate School of Foreign Studies, Kyoto University of 
Foreign Studies (Master’s Course); Department of English Literature and Language, Graduate School of 
Humanities, Konan University (Doctoral Course)

Professional Background
Adjunct Lecturer at Osaka University, University of Toyama, and Konan University,
Medalio Placheta Award (2011)

Consultations, Lectures, and Collaborative Research Themes
Lectures on the history of the English language, linguistics, language and cognition, and a study of 
English grammar and vocabulary based on the latest linguistic theories

e-mail address
nyny@fukui-ut.ac.jp

The external possessor construction (e.g. Mary hit him on the head.) is found in many European languages. Although the construction already exists in 
Old English, little has been discussed on it from diachronic point of view. The development of the construction in English will be investigated.
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Fig. 1 Image Schema for The man walked along the river

「英語前置詞構文の歴史言語学的研究」
前置詞が関わる構文の発達過程についてこれまで以下のような研究を行ってきた。（1）

古英語受動態における動作主導入前置詞の語彙意味論的研究：現代英語の受動態におい
て動作主導入前置詞として用いられるのはbyであるが、古英語受動態ではbyは現れず
from、of、 þurh、 midなどが用いられていた。これら前置詞の選択には共起する過去分
詞との意味関係が関わっていることと前置詞の目的語の名詞句には現代英語のby NPが示
すような強い動作主性はないことを指摘した。（2）前置詞alongと消去目的語：The man 
walked along (the bank of) the riverのような消去目的語の存在を仮定するかどうかに
ついて認知意味論の観点から検討した。（3）除去動詞の構文交替に関する歴史言語学的研
究：構文研究の多くは現代英語のデータを対象としているが、本研究ではHenry cleared 
dishes from the table / Henry cleared the table of dishesのような除去動詞に関わ
る所格交替をEEBO、COHA等の歴史コーパスから実例を抽出し構文変化を分析した。
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外的所有者構文（e.g. Mary hit him on the head.）は多くのヨーロッパ言語に存在する構文である。英語にはすでに古英語期に現れるが、この構
文の発達に関してはほとんど研究が行われていない。英語史における外的所有者構文の変遷について取り組む予定である。
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