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Main research themes and their characteristics

A Historical Linguistic Study of Prepositional Constructions in English

My research interest lies in investigating the development of prepositional constructions
in English. The following are research projects | have worked on so far. (1) A lexical
semantic study of the agent-introducing prepositions in Old English passive voice: In tr
Old English the prepositions from, of, purh, mid are functioned as agent-introducing —m—b
prepositions. It is revealed that past participles and each preposition that occurs with them
are semantically connected with each other. (2) The preposition along and its deleted
objects: The well-formedness of “The man walked along the river” is discussed in terms of Im
cognitive semantics. (3) A diachronic study of the locative alternation with verbs of removal:
The development of the locative alternation with verbs of removal (e.g. Henry cleared

dishes from the table / Henry cleared the table of dishes) is examined on the basis of data
from EEBO and COHA. Fig. 1 Image Schema for The man walked along the river

Future prospects

The external possessor construction (e.g. Mary hit him on the head.) is found in many European languages. Although the construction already exists in
Old English, little has been discussed on it from diachronic point of view. The development of the construction in English will be investigated.




