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Main research themes and their characteristics

[Understanding Foreign Language Learning Anxiety |

High levels of anxiety in the language learning classroom can lead directly to decreased
motivation and language gains. On that premise, Pirotto (2018) investigated the language
learning anxieties that Japanese university students held. Through use of the Foreign Language .
Classroom Anxiety Scale (FLCAS), it was found that none of the previously proposed factor anj;;lfznl‘
models of the FLCAS were a good fit for the participants and a new factor model was necessary .6, 17, Items 1,7, 23
to explain these learners’ anxieties. Therefore, using factor analysis Pirotto (2018) proposes a
5-factor model as a new way to interpret results from the FLCAS. Further research into improving
methods to interpret foreign language learning anxiety was continued in Dykes and Pirotto (2019).
Through confirmatory factor analysis, the authors found that three widely used factor models
were not fitting to a different group of Japanese university English language learners. Future
research will investigate specific aspects of foreign language learning anxiety.
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Fig.1 Proposed FLCAS 5-factor Model in Pirotto (2018)

[Language Learning Beliefs of Japanese Learners of English|]

This research investigates the language learning beliefs of Japanese English language learners.
In Pirotto (2019), using Horwitz’s Belief’s about Language Learning Inventory and exploratory
factor analysis, six commonly held language learning beliefs were identified from a group of
206 Japanese university students. From the discovery of these beliefs, the researcher proposes

Differences

several suggestions about how this knowledge can be applied to improve the students’ language 'ﬁﬁea:e !:|Iter it X
learning process. Research into learner beliefs continues with Pirotto and Pemberton (2019) -szzziaiisrlmsg :g‘ptut }:ypothesls
when two very different groups of high school students were given a questionnaire to evaluate Meaning H:pgltjhesis
their language learning beliefs. This research was done to determine if what language learning S
beliefs are held amongst all young Japanese English language learners, and what beliefs differ Hypotehsis

greatly. Amongst all students, there was belief in the affective filter hypothesis and negotiating
meaning. Whereas there no commonly held beliefs about behaviorism, the input and output
hypotheses, and the interaction hypothesis.
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Fig.2 Similarities and differences in two different groups of
EFL students’ language learning beliefs
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