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Main research themes and their characteristics

Nimbus: Between Heaven and Earth

Nimbus, a scarf and lifestyle store, is a renovation of a former residence designed by Arata Isozaki in Katsuyama City, Fukui Prefecture
and turned into a store. The fair-faced concrete frame (1050mm grid and ceiling dome), which has the strong formality of the existing
Isozaki’s architecture, is seen as “heaven” and the human activity underneath is seen as “earth. The intent was to display products in a
flexible and flexible manner with a soft changeable nature (large tables that can be reconfigured, round rings on the wall for hanging wires),
as if scarves and miscellaneous goods were floating like clouds between the heavens and the earth. The existing fixture counters were
repainted, the floor was re-covered, and new fixtures were finished by tuning the surface so that the existing frame and products such as
scarves would coexist. The fixture dimensions were set as a copy of the 1050 grid that was also used for the panel split of the cast-in-place.
The surface of the top panel is made of white and silver melamine, a material that feels both light and hard, to accentuate the scarves and
the concrete frame. For the areas where people touch, sit on, and feel the physical scale, lauan veneer was used, as it tends to deteriorate
over time. For the counter door between the hard gray concrete wall and the soft carpet tile floor, speaker saran was used to mediate the
conflicting textures, and also to confront the texture of the marble wall standing opposite. Through the tuning of the surfaces, the intention
was to create an architecture in which hardness and softness coexist.
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